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llearly Hilary 1948

i 1 So\This [s Keal Life? ‘You're Telling Me!. :
Ern. ., oh, hello, Tes, 11'€ that tine again, Here 1t 15, the farst fantagtically tun=f1lled and 1ndeed
7 frolicsone nevsletter of the term (1t says here), Packed'full of, . er,., trenendously exciting book revievs
. «ovincluding, for no readily apparent reason, a number of oldies), the odd gripping tv/f1la thin y, Neal
3 rarbling about tomits, and,,, and,,.'uh,,, oh yes,,, nost arcane and eldnl:g of ‘all, the greal and good PRl
v Raines’ record player, And=-qosh vov=-some of you Jovely people actvally sent me things! ~ Whoopee! Er, .,
conrives, well,o Ee,,ocextrting th:ngs this tern, Vell, ., ve arght be qe(tlnq sone speakers, and we ought to
. be paving the Annua | Difiner, and ve'll definitely be having a:§ rictly fair and genocratic election, so 1f you
.y vant comnittee heavies to come round and tread on your fingers, go ahead and stand,
. 00% Ohy and ve'll be sending.a silly games lean to Prcocon, a one-day tonvention at Inperial College London at:
“thesbegqinayng of February, [ have a /15t of peoplé wno shoved thewselves capadble or doing the Astral Fole at

g yithe Jast GRscussion meeting, and am prepared to vsé if, Come gon5 self-huniliation 1s great fuh and a useful

‘ .-thil‘ fof {he outside vorid, so why nol get in sonepracticelnow! (The universily does not avard Blues in
n‘lly,ga‘nu, but | don't eind avarding Fetcning Shades 01 Puppile 1nstead, ) .

Er, lyeah, ' Well, that's aboul 1t for introductions, I'l1 just leave you to-- (Do you realise you haven't

mentidned once that tnis 1s being written on David Bovie's binthasy?) .. g oh) l(,.‘, sorry about that

“ 14 qustisocta dlrpped out, .. Just keep up with-= [/ could uhderstang you not mentioning it vas Elvis :
Presléy's' Qirtnday” but Vavid Bowie 2] 1, et,., un,,, (vel{?) :

I‘I‘.(DI'D:Q'-!?],,Y;‘\”QS.\ Yicf otds, : Un, I!

Pt i : : il & Janvary 1388 (there, vill that do?)

maxt;b Lox E’owerﬂfu i

¥ e ! Trouble
The Begteallew:Lists Consldered As A 20tH Century Horror Novel
L Here"are the {agiesting

5 j elifng st/tantasy novels of 1987, as lis{ed 1n /he Guardien 8 January, (List supplied
a;oz N‘s quh’r,;"(:?'vp_ov'u'wnvnzude.) The 'position’ fiqure indicqtes where the novel f1gured !n the oven??
chart, R i

i Ao Author ] Booale

hEh i} Cottage . ! . " James Hertert 1,709,133

A¥ gl b ; Stephen King £2,356,555

/B3¢ man’ Books s Stephen Kifg £1 004 019
UHOMOR T (Grauntads 0 The Vest) David Edd{ngs £598, 508
he,Miteor 01 Her Tediunm Stephen Odnaldson £1171,597
Vel undasent And Eartn " lsaac Asnoplot £622,144
A2 A Darkness At ‘thmon Rayaond E|Fastbuck £604,352

167 Contact s Sy ‘Carl Sagin® (ho-ho-ho) £507.731
hat 1514 in the To? 100 (1 vas wondering vhether to include|the astrology books as being infinitely aore
: ntastic ‘than any of the above, but detided | couldn't fage feading hov auth they'd made theit authors, At
o) ledst Stephen king gofs some sort of work for his money), I[fhould “"”1 that lnis refers to paperbacks

g .hut»_qynarmq 18 1987, For sales voluke, look up the pricéfin your loca bookshop and divide 1nto vhat /ne

" '6ravniad euphemastitally calls ‘producl’. 'For comparison, LRk vinners vere Jeffrey Archer (£4,88, ninus
presumably £2000 expenses), Jackié Collins (£3,5M) and Vilbup|Se1th (£3,20), in that order, And ve let the
‘people who buy this stuff elect our qovernnent (7his sentench) vas brought to you by the Nameless Anarchist
Horge ], 1 despare. . . g b [
JIfi Nusic Be The Food Of Love... Pz_lepare" r;tor Indigestion
Best selln 's!/vu/uusy books:-of some unspecified period 8" bably near the end of 1987, according to Dave
Bldock. of Forbidden Planet as featured in. the February 1988[¢, ..
1 ~[€rty.Brooks ; . Black Upjtorn

“Hike Jefferres . Palace Of/The Kin

i oGarey Kilworth i W1zard 0 im)odwor?a

tRoger 2elazny e i B ! Blood Of | Anber (bk ] of gertes)
; ed, by George R R Martin tNight Visions

¢
5
6. Terty Pratchett : i Equal Rites
z_ ?drunvgo'l't ¢ ";r‘\ron; 0 _riFool;
. James ¥hite i Star Healer
W ? Alan Dean Foster . - . Tine Of Jhe Transference

27010 1A Dillard iy ] - Blood Thipst (Star Trek 6)

~And yeq, the ones you haven't heard of do seea {rom the synopses to be generic fantasies, Over to you, Mr
Sadler,,, The.same ¢ also divulges the exciting inforaation Lhat of the least gopulnr videos of the year at
‘sone place 1n Berwick Street, Howvard /he Duck scraped 1n at 10 (/s it o brrd? ¢ ey vonder, /s it a plane?
e, 'it's-a dirty great 840 arllion turkey), ehile Svamp Ihingmade it o the heights of number 8

|

‘ Desperately seekin

Lot s 4 tane Ao GO ALy ex Cie crwrgpr Aes We Know
(s <A rct ] tle2 €3 4 L r1ex D
Libtarvy Meelings & :
Need a fix of Fantnorpe? A Jose ot Uunarest! GOt 10 teed the Herniein habit!? vell, OK, but don't blane ae !
Iou get sneered at, You deserve 11, People vith haltvay funttioning brains, on the other hand, are velcone to
urn up Lo 8t POOUS(OCK AU, S an St Anne ‘s to gratity tneir literary appelites (of course, 1 can't guarantee
that you won't get sneered at as vell), lime 15, as alvays, Sunday evenings fron 8:15 = 9 pa, after which ve
adjourn o the Frestvich noow, St Jonn's (s¢, IV6) 1or sneefing, drinking and the ritual humiliation of the
President, (Fius pa change,.,) At closing time 1t's back to ?ne library for more of the same only with cheap
instant coffee and surrealist biscurts,
The Library meetings are otought to you by Paui Cray (the libratian) and Matihew Seanan (Our Man In $JC),

Discussion Meetiongs g :
Here is another Hog In the endless search for coffee and biscuits (ay contribution to. the literature of the
human condition), nunnY and nuailiating the President are once again the order of the day, but a brief break
vill oceur during which talks will be given on: :
1st veek: “Comparadle to r'anmoTe,at nis pest-; Robert A Weiniern (Paul Narrow)
2nd veek!  °/ an sure something [1ke this ha pens 1 Rartian 1ine=Slip, and the consequences are not at
2/l good*: [he SF Convention Considered As A Helix Of Second-Hand Philip K Dick Novels (a sales
pite b] van Tovlson (under duress)) 5
3rd week:  “Never let me Jown again®; Ihe Joy Of oravity (John Bray) 3
4Lh veek:  /he dermitron ineory Jr The Universe, SF As Skin Complaint \Paul Cray)
Sth veek: -/ was a feenage Jonn Styles: Neal's structuralist analysis of generic fantasy (Neal Tringhan)
The infinitely generous Mark (avies flings wide the doors of /rinzty ///8 every Vednesday at 8:15 pa.

Video Meetlngs . . . :

? coffee and biscuils.,, not to mention conversations that go on till 4 ar punctuated only by
an occasional cackle from a darkened cornet vhere mein host 1s: reading /heé uhght Fantastic,,, | tesenber vhen
¢very UUSFG meeting vas like this, he sighed visttully 1nto his cup of tea (then | distovered Smirnoff),
Regardless of whith, videos will continue to be showh 1n the Szf vhristopher Cox toon in New College on Mondays
of “even veeks, Whal we are shoving 1s,., er,,, vell, ve'll let you know,

Brratica ;
Speaker Meeti : Ve hope Lo have some or all ot lain Banks, Brian Aldiss and Alan Barner coming this
tern, Mo confirmations yel, though, /¢ CUSKS: UUSFG will probadbly be paying a visit to its "betler half*®
at Fenland Poly this tern, oromoiy at the end of 7th veek, Again, no confirnation due to letter, tonsumption
of, Royal Mail *service®, by, // Danquet: | blane this one on Tranity College vho seem completely unable .
keep track of their ovn adninistrative procedures, Hoping for Friday Sth week: tost around £12 (margin of erro:
several pounds), Details as soon as possible, | gon't vant an{body to end up rissing it due to lack of notice
‘Quite fun, 1 suppose,,.® ==N, lringhan (unsoiicited testinonial)

Klections
These have been fixed,

(Vhat do you mean, there's nure?)

Ahen,,, Hlections 5
Tnese have been f1xed for 9 pn on 27 Feb, the 6th veek Library meeting (vhich vill therefore be the AGN), If
you want to stand for an otfticer or comnitiee position, singlly find a seconder and hand in the nomination to an
of the present officers (Ivan Towlson (New), Fiona George (51 Hugh's) or Mo Holkar (Hertford)) b{ Sunday Sth
veek (20 Feb), Any thtilling motions or constitutional amendnen{s you vant voted on by the AGN to Fiona (via a
of Mo if necessary as seens likely) by the same date, Ihere vill de an Election Special Spung in SLh veek
qiving details of lhe AGH and hopefully the Banguet too,

(You know, 1'm not sure | didn't prefer the first version,)

Scrapiog The Barrel a5 L

Yes, 1i's thal old chestnul again,., but this tine /ne Fest Of S7inx 1s absolutely, definitely, positively 60/
As soon as John Grandidge gets us the artwork he's been 'vorktng on' for the past Ieu or so, Heanvhile in th
snall houts of the morning, Neal thrashes in his sleee, Sveat beads nis brov and tortured moans escape his
aouth, 'Ruran" he antorms nis pillov, “Sfinx 5, You know it makes AAARGH NO NOT THE GREEN BATS I'LL 00
ANYTHING AARGH," Such is life, Stories, artwork, noney to Neal Tringhan (Exeter), Paul Cray (St Anne's) or
Ivan Tovison (New), Please, Or 1'Il break yer ata,

The Newsletter

Vell, 1 don't wvant it an{ nore, Somebody else's turn, at least after my qunqung. Volunteers? Or do [ have
to b\lav ‘o« a drink? (Actually 1°'d quite like to carry on but even I think it ajght be wise o drop it during
inals,

Thanl You For Talkin® To Me Liverpool
‘1 once vent to a SF convention, and | vas so shocked | didn't write again for two years,® -<J, 6, Ballard,

Plcocon

. The Imperial College SFSoc convention, This year it's on Feb 6 fron 10 an = 7 pn (or so), Cost is (I think)

2,50, and since a day return to London on the coach 1s less than £3 it could be the theapest con you'll ever
atiend, And (repeat after me) you wi// altend, As | mentioned in the intro, ve have to send a tean of three :
for the silly ?ues conpetition, and while | know that at least three expert self-humiliators vill be going, |
quite like to find some nev faces (so that | onlg have to sit b{ and laugh), Come out with your har.\ds up,

The Guest of Honour 1s the mighty and thoroughly hysterical Tenry 'Uhere Have I Seen Ihis. Before' Pratchett
vho 1s vorth the money by hinseli, There vill also be a chance to neet lots of interesting people froa CUSFS,
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& [aoF3eand Lohdon area 1andom (1 hepel; of i1 that agesn‘t ,D*é,“l 1o you, there will pe tne usual a : % / : y T e .
: 4 Vg SOt BgRp 2 et e €55 ot tilng fhe Atrec, iy eNOZOLE2ON, ihis Centains (1 thinkd ail of k3liard s “congensed novels® (an experingnial forn
Soben L BRENELL ':r‘”‘m;f,‘“v:ﬁ"‘,“““ I tike 0T catdd meco ot She Magic Toyshop targh, decisions) at tne ot wraling 10 vhich ne tried (0 give Uit essence of @ vork vitnout oinering vitn geatls like plol of
RN e R Rl i . : . : (harCleri3atien--0r 1NJead, 10 0me Cases, (omprefensidilily) ewcept e Jerninad gedcn Lincluded 10 guess vAich
L e el P) ) 1or 2 stari, Calitng Agent jﬁrl'-..' CoilECtiant.  iie sandensed novels Nere JdesCribe Ine °nero's® attenpts 1o contront realily and the numsn
\'._; \Foll i , i i u-pn:lses tovargs sex and desuucuovl\‘lron 3 vatietly of slightly giterin ;n'upolnu \varoinyg; ;flm tm»l
q ; % et . it : (antaing @ mogerate amount of sewd Jodqy material, Please conceal 1l from your 1mpressionable parents ete.
adts dpral (-4 (Easter '5"‘_'“‘1!. Ad;lpcl Hotel, Liverpool; €12 sugp, £18 att, wuests include Gordon R Dickhead, RUC,)  Bul [ thowght we were 1nto :uyrrup:%g people, Neal, ==¢d, ) i {
: Guyneth Jones, Len ¥ein, ereg Fic ersgill tas 1n *l vant tb bk the next® --Paul Cray) Peter Morwood, Diane Crasn: Ihis seews 1o be the end developaent of Ballarg's ovsession vilh autonobiles as sysdols of sex,
o g Duane ifl‘i P°;”91Y‘5°“ others J've forgotten, Ihe tasterndnl, the British National $f Convention, the,., Han. aulilation and geath, Faitly strange, (Varning: this book contains quite a lot of ett, eic.) ; L
S i es ive Ll Gine oSL s EpenSYg convention ol the year, true [bbt you do get an avful lot for your money, Enpire Ur ine Sun; Nowinated for the Booker Prize, this is not technically st, bul ils stor of 3 young
N ‘ixa‘_' conine i . ! : t:oy groving up In alllapmese POV canp during the Second vorld Var shares many \Berﬁs ;un M't“' 1er vork, not o
g 5 il sy Rl | ; ; o mention the thrill of trying to guess which Dits actually happened to hin (Ballard vas in erned 1a 2
W August S, 0;""‘.3 ':g-”' LA ’“-‘(’9“'«0‘9"“- Guest of Honour lterty Pratchett, It you anly go 1o one conventisn Japanese POV canp, etc, etc, ( don ik (15, "etc. " 15 supposed to denate moral depravity, but don’t be fo
this {ut, nike 1 15 one, nd 1f you den‘t, qive us Lhdrroney anynl,) uny! Because Maria and | have pessimistic, ens ==eq,) 0r so they say (1 haven't actually read this one), . X
learal the words to Jon't Zarow vp, and 1f you don‘t join wd'lll sing 1t to you, (Ihis 1s no 1dle threat; we .

i Neal Tringh
sang 1t to sone CUSFS people at. the last Eastercon at about {2 an while we had then trapped outside the first- e

1100r 11115,  and next tine ve sav them they pa1d up vithout Jai vord, ) Other reasons: we need participants forii = : ; ‘ o hin e i e

the ausical version of the Foupdazion trilogy=-after all, wd'kan't qive all th ; ; :
Jots of exciting'workshops to thrill ang dellgnt nevconets {ol fandon ::Js{-ye:rg?r:;l:ontiai'véne):'-ea;;l-ilbe The kleventh Hour: lpvisible Television (Channel ‘our)

course the all-conquering toast parties!!! (Oh yes: and 1t 1l be cheap,) It's only recently that advanced video techniques have becone available to the saall, non-consercial (1ln<naker,
; : ; ; it : 5 ; : A ; but many have already begun to take advantage of them to produce strange and vonderful pieces of t1ln, sose of
Cunl-’lct.ﬁw]:g:lo Tln.-‘ Vr{!'éd%un ‘ { g ] vhunbh:u ?egnlshom over !ihe past 't' .-onkns on Channel Four at Ié pa on nondxy; lds 0&5/{";!{1’ Ilo:rr,‘ L $v
duqust 24-27, 1990, Netherlands Congress Centre ~The Hague,} GoHs: Jo P 7 sone bits of Balgian surrealisa a while Dack and vasn't iapressed, bul vas persuaded by the trailers to tuae in
Jeg'mn, andy Porter '(nelsea Qumngnrbro, Prices mvg noy gone up-‘r!:lgeunﬁl‘;?;; a"!?l’{?ﬁ',ﬁﬁé"’}% 50 att lgm\ on 21 Decewber.for Jovisidle Television a sort of Emu‘s Broadcasting Company (dots anybody else remesber 7 .
: (noney should be senl to the UK agent Colin Fine, 28 Abbey fd Canbridge, CBS BHQ to avoid tiddliness vith that?) otlmncd by Peter Brady, the lnvisible Man hinselt, % fae
4 . currencaest, Vorldcons are hell but-curiously addictive; t ere's a bizatre sort of fun to going § days without Erankly 1 was stunned, ;
S8 0 Udecent mght's sleep, searching the néarest city for a restaurant that can cope with IS people of mutually : 1he b QUERDEING ureaiaat "scrateh video® (so=called by analogy vith scratch ausic): he dhrector wauld
e \nconpatible tastes and lryln? to {1t in (and indeed find) 03 progranne 1tem into a hectic schedule of hau) small bits out of vhatever archives vere available and stick thew together in a way in vhich they vere aost
.., locking for Raeia., Detinitely one to join, as 11 vill pfobably E, ihe last European Vorldcon this millenniun certainly not intended to go, The mosi impressive exanple of this vas the first *progranne® (for ihe benefit of *
Sy (though Zagreb, and. Berlin are anongs$ the 7 (count ‘en, 7) Bigders for 1994,..) those deprived fev o vhom £, 6.C, -1§ unknovn: Invisible Television consisted of ten or tvelve *subprogramses’
i ok strung together with links by the *host®/anchotman, It vas 1tself a sangle one-hour pro?rane, nol a continuing .
“sales pitches for all of the above vill be delivered at the i“" veek ‘d1scussion meeting ; series, (lhis clarification vas deemed necessary by n{ heroic proofreader, the long-sufiering Mo Holkar, who
g : v, 4 4 ; seened a1ldl 'Do?gleo by the unedited version, Now, 0f course, the reviev will be incomprehensible anywdy
7, Dead lLetter Office because of the clever way l've managed to paste a whacking great parenthesis into the middle of a grevxously
s 11 te Of Gor: A Sort Of B : aoderately lucid sentence, Cackle,)), 3 quiz shov called Stardust in which ansvers were provided ‘Romld :
Surreallsts or: or xcuse L L ! feagan, Jimny Carter and Richard Nixon to questions from.., Bob Holness? (For the record, Ron and Nancy made 1t %
1t was vay after lld"l?.ﬂ"? and giant cups of tea were {litting around .l head, For a horrible moment I seemed o ghe Gold &un.' QOther progrannes pasted their dits togetner in different vays: Brady 0.0, sanufactured 3
10’ see unsold copies.of-fear And Loathing {n 10 Merton Streel chasing the around the roon, but I knev that vas d1alogue Detveen 11§ participants by cutting tvo old b/w filas togetner, and folloved this with selected Maggie
Just tr'u dr:ﬂ. ?th‘.m?!”" Neal vas saying, °do you vani ime to do that thing about authors you vere talking Tnatcher pronouncements on the hul(h service, suitably edited of course, cut i1n with Arthur Daley sitting in
4bous °'.‘l‘ e s el Hoinhe ; : R1s nospital bed making cynical cowsents (also taken vay out of context),
L Cdell, said, "1'a not sure,  Noone seens to be for of against it, I don‘t knov 1f 11's worth doing or ul'hc c:t (1,8, nOSY hovr:lqulcﬂethv:) of the ur:m\ v:doo‘pmuinsllce N:frg lar:tr Cl:ules,,dvmgh begar
& : Hi vith a selection of cuts from nevs ilems of urban vastelands and troops in (1 thinl orthern lreland, shovn
. Cheas }ooktﬂ “'-"f-;"" vnq{e hetvn experimentin vith hhods of suspending hinself from the kitchen ceiling ovér a suitably menacing soundirack, and then offered us more of Nrs ? And this time the editing vas
by his left ear, °'h‘1‘“ ¢.interested,® he said, Ll terrifying. Rather than Caking things out of context but letting thea stand, though, the director fixed on
o Kead sort of fell off his chair as 1 cackled evilly, °0K,° 1 told hia narshlx, “that's a 100% positive Individual phrases and cut thea in half; thus, ‘Ve are inplacably opposed to.,.° vas tacked onto °.,.trade unior
© . response, 0ff you go and can | have 200.~ords plus a book [ist by the veekend please,® He looked weakly at ne nenbers, nlg tvo million of them, teachers, labourers, doctors. .. " (aeproxuued {ron menory, but that vas the
“and asked who 1 vanted nia 10 do, i “Ihat's your problem ° ligritted, °Someone not too vell-known, but spirit of the:thing), And the piece ended with Thatcher declaining, "A// must suffer the full rigour of the
interesting, vho's done enough Lo g','?"h ',”"‘,“23“0" a ’ ; lav.® as the canera panned along the barbed wire of a prison vall, Brutal 1sn't 10 at. :
: Cordvainer Smilhi® he Wgﬂ““ . his face 1ighting up, 2 ; e, think, though; Ry favourile prograane vas (oyansquashy, the special effects shovedse, Now these aren‘t bic
il v Chris thought that vould De interesting, 0K y:t I told Neal, ®you'll do J, 6, Ballard and like it,* sfx. All fhe director was working with vas fairly basic, vell-known techniques (t.i. false colour,
4 Do you'vant  reviev of Violent Cases as vell1* he askedihopefully, superinposition after the fashion of CS0), and a Zudqet {nfinitely smaller than thal'of, say, Star vars, Sureh
c I seened Jike a smpll concession to mike and besides | (luld alvays cub 4 on the grounds that 1t vasn't sf. Industeial Light and m?u could have doné better than this? Yes.,. but once you're past a tertain ainisue
Yean,® | "“?““( 1L take ab,t o : ! | level of six, quality of picture matters far less than quunr of ‘direction=-which 1s why Javisible Television
At'this point (alloving for certain tenporal distortionsianduced by Phil's record ghyer) Chris' bean bag got infamtely better value for money than George Lucas. As ot the f1la ttself: 1t's an exanple of vhal Keal
started smouldering in a corner as the house gradually beganito catch fire, Chris fell off one vall onto Ynforns me 15 called *visual poetry® (I think=-he vouldn't tell me vhat visual poetry fs, so I'n extrapolating
another and Keal exploded vith a thunderous crash, i {rom the one oxugle he gave e)--a non-nartative, non-docunentary collection of images ‘designed Lo evoke
It'ain't easy being a surrealist, De o H 3 i - feeltngs rather than intellectual involvement, A'sequence of overlaid, unconnecied inages rendered in naseless
e y . : 5 3 o "'kil from the Tales of Yn'Jook t:rl\uphenous, non;Euzlmun th c'ol?urs flagh pu: 1o a relentless Pmlip Glass-style soundtnc‘k, Rivers, ;rees
i - 3 PRt Sl i B Jy 3 ¢ noon, human bodies, explodin irevorks,,, the tnages are povertul and there 1§ a very s rong enerqgy here,
. Ballard's Ballads (or some equally inan ! title) (Neal's exact vords =-ed,) Unlike the tedious, ql(mye samiised *{lov® of Star hqr:. Vid:o punk? y ;
- One n?‘ of susning up J, 6, Ballard's ‘vork 1s to point out fHat, ~though he has been nominated for the Booker | thought this vas a matvellous programme, It made ne laugh, and it made ne shiver, It tapressed ae on 3
" Prize he has never won eltiher the Nebula or the Hugo (or indeed the Vorld Fanlasy Avard, the Jupiter or any technical level, but also on an artistic one, 1t nade satirical points, perhaps over-didactically (The Nateo
«others | may have,forgotien), Another vay is 10 quote Hax™!0'Connor: *Very sick, Perverted and disqusting” Joner Cities being a prine exanple of this) but usually enteriainingly, but let up enough for 1t not*to get
. \after reading Crash) (quote reprinted as Self-Analysis Forifiun And Profit, Mainly Profit oy Friends Of Max™ annoying, (The 'Tet-ups' d1d of ten salirise t00, bul not as heavy-handedly.) S0, for me, convincing prool tha
: Fdbilications—available rroa the Nerchandising Officer, Penny Heal (Somerville), ~-ed,]), Ballard is obsessed surrealisn 18 as-alive and kicking as ever, ! i : %
S vith alienation and'vays. of relating to realily that can be described as, ai best, elliptical, He has developed Surrealism,,, aye, there's the rub, A lot of people can't tope vith surrealise, or don't see the point of ;
2 ‘whole vocadbulary @f individual symbols to ‘express that--vriecked space capsules, deserts, cracked expanses ot . it, Others don't ke it because, vhile they are happy to admit that it's a valid technique, they find 1t~ o
concrete, .. .(The observant teader may detect a cerlain pes iRisn 1n these chotces, This is v'erx observant of 2 inpossible to separate the good (ros the bad, These people vould find Invisiole Television boring of o !
-~ 3t ) . Bul despite the deep distaste or boredon .with vhich many ¢f fans have vieved his work, he 1s certainly one ¥ irratating, and 3t's an-understandable reaction, | suspect that it any of the bits had gone on for mote Yhan -
L of the few trul qr,qunal;ll ‘yriteis, a hero of the Britishiiev Vave (not to mention me), avid Pringle about ten minutes | vould have lost interest (1t nay be clever, but cleverness can only sustain an iten for so
Jescridbes hig stories :as ‘(omuw@mi 4 'true’ dream vision of our times® vhich | su;geu is fair enough though long); but the longest ones were-only six of seven and nost of them justified it, so l vas Mfy. But sone :
. a feaain a little uncertain as to just hov many ?eople can am, included in the ‘our', In any event [ would put people have less tolerance for this sort of thing than we, 1f !oufro one of them, avoid /ne Eleventh MNovr, Bu
% ‘pallard's works' in the sane tlass as Dick's complete output-or Kafka's for that matter, And finally--if you're 1{ you sav and enjoyed Alcheaists of the Surréal (the 8F1 conpilation of shorts b! such masters of the fora as
looking ‘for tomplex md'xntorunnz_thuuur interaction, q; 1d hin like the plague, George felies, Jan .Zmnkuycr and the Brothers Quay) vhen it came through Oxford last year--or indeed sone of
/.. As for specifac book, reconnendations! S bR i N ! Siting those same 11lns vhen C4 showed them at 1330 an over Inas--then it certainly deserves your attention, .
L% fhe Termimal, Geach} The UK cdnion:g"},?robably hig beat}tollethon‘ofshort stories, iigil o, It you are interested, ve'll be shoving a naughty video of the ?rogruu after the second veek video meetin
' The Crystgd wopdd: The best of the'early disaster novels, each of hich (apart fron the uninteresting /e (1 don't think ve can Justify 1t¥as a main feature, as 1t's probably of minority interest and:aay not.tven f3l

' 61nd Froe Rovherel Anverted the standard disaster novel formyla by having the hero sonehov synpathise with the vithin OUSFG's terns of referenc¥, Not that it ever stopped us before,),
strange apd ly wetaphysical catastrophe overtaking his qqud. ]

Ivan Towlso
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:épacebullﬁ (dir. Mel Brooks) part of tre community and gets 1nvolve
“Back

1
S vith 8 foundation 1nvestigating the \l2gacy of the Jocal histor k¢
& ol ey

10 the TUs, when Nis Alazing Saooies and foung Frankenstern ta1sed Mad Magazine genre-parody 1o new lovs, novelist, telloves Kratt, ! o WL
the notion of el Brovks LUFAINg D15 wanic altention to the George Lucas SF blockbuster would have seened VhiCh a1ght soung fike 3 t1ne M‘enli; te'a novel but not enough to 11l 390 pages, . Vell, 1t xs'-on})"\ he
vonderful, but nov that he's finally got atound to doing 1t, the sad tact 1 that ve're 1n Turkeyville, 1his 15 opemng 102 novel, though 1t's an excéilent read on its own, and the 390 pages seea le adequate:to’ Bola
80re Like Mugh dnstety \han foung rrankenstern, which means that what ve get 15 Star Vars as lnterpreled‘ by & - everything that Crovley vants to put YN. For a start, a good third of the text, and alnost all of yttabards
promising high=school glee-club vho have sowehow been avarded a aega-budget,,, ‘{I don't think [ can take wuch the end, consists of extracts fron F2eden ')pév/p;" about Ot John Dee (and'the young Willian Shakesgeare), and an
wore of this, -~=ed,J ., Brooks seems unadble to muster sufficient interest in Star fores to parody 1t vith unfinished novel about Giordano Bruno | both Y Felloves krafl, This being Crovlc.z, one 1's unsurpruseds1o. find
anything other than the lovest of energy levels, .., It'}| robabl! vork really vell on television, but 1t vould that both of these stories, as vell amplerce s oun book, mirror Aegypt 4o a greater or.lesser extent, s ft's
have to be a wel afternoon in hell tor Miadlesbrough, tor that matter) before paying out cash money to see it in virtually aciomatic that any book mentipned 1n a Crovley novel is isonorphic {o that novel on,sove leve lfE: Try
4 Cinena would seem like an even hmuy/ vonhvm/u proponnon.:’ 7 “{ ::‘W;H.“; EMd :nlurlugunt o: 1.2 book"‘s aevoua to J?l;m c;gvley‘s !‘.houqhu‘on H:$tbry,d)jé::'ell,t’iz

A N Lo SuR up Lhe general critica concensus, --ed, e ure ar ver mn n Genersl, 1ch Oulh occasiona 0dd, are alvays interesting and'o on; 8
(Ihis Joes seen to sue up 9! . Charles Shaar Nurray, Q provocative | one! bulgone exanple! pllog = ! !

‘s hard to separate the tvo)--but i4's an

KRobocop (dir. Paul Verhoeven) God, I'n starting Lo.sound like Nearl sk,

*Set slightly 1n the future, Rodocop posits a Detroit police force o?erned DI 3 private conpany, Lhe sinister
Ounicorp, vho in an atteapt to solve their industrial relations problens are

Synseirtes, not the syametries thenselves. (nind ypu, vith Croule‘ i
interesting 1dea, and not one |'g vint o dismissiout of hand, Y

synﬁtnu, | dgon't a?ru--plot is surely the, vehicle for" :
LYhat 1573 bit of 4 shock is that thd|vhole thi

is so readable, 1'had a fair anount of trouble withsisit/e

rying to develop a mechanical lay 8iy; glven that »e((pt vorks vilh so adpy aore different plotlines and is loaded down vith the gonti'sz,a;ta,ons of
enforceaent operative, one insusceptible to the temptations of higher vages, pension scheses and personal John Crovley, and 3t ny agents assur dose i1t va virtua?ly plotless, 1 didn‘t expect Lo be able ‘td Taad
safely, Vnhen the first g'O‘O‘YN robot-cop, EO 209, malfunctions and makes a mess of a junior execulive all straight tnrouﬁh 1t vithout grinding t? 2 halt onke, At best | hoped'l tould finish Part Qne in a.veek gz so
over {M boardroom, the Robocop project of {hrusti vwgle Miquel Ferrer geis brought onto the front burner, and then finish the rest in a couple of| Hays (Likp | d1d vith (iefle, 819), Bul no, the. nev book ,is authieasier
‘ALl he needs for his cop is ahuman brain to control Lhe indestructibie prosthetic body, and this 1s, 9o1ng.  Maybe 1l's because the narrativk is framed instead of free, or because not all the tharactersnangd sound
conventently, all that readins of the unfortunale cop Murphy after he's been shol to bits, ., But though , alike, or maybe it's just thal the pripting isn't/ so damn dense (sneer ye not; close-ptinted books are hpiiag
technicians have viped Murphy's conscious eind in order to reprogran 1t, Robocop still dreans: of his vife and ."l {0 reag as noraal ones; sind you, ltaétle, By had o he close-printed, 1or.reasons which should b¢ obvious
child, of the villains vho killed hia ang ultinately of vengeance,* to the reader), L ; i | 0 S
(There*s plenty wore which I lack the energy Lo typé in full, Ihe gist is that this is a jolly good f1ln Ihen again, Crovley's prose style h (tertainly developed, Seven years ago it evoked nagic and ymnqcehce:
vith black comedy, woral decay, social satire, nice six and lols of fast edits, Sounds like a better version of ine vorld seemed Lo bask in a perpetuad| rural summer aflernoon; even vinters in.the Citly seened ‘fine ang, erisp,
Bladerunner, possinly even good enough 10 be wortn valching, This reviever gave it five stars (oul of fivel, - Even vhen Russell EIYenDll(k cast hig ) ipter overtherm, there vas still a varn' fire gurnan at Edge}'dod‘_.
ond Fn1l Raines (he of the phonographic tendencies) recomnends i1t too, =-ed,) i (Subjectivel Yes, can't help bul dgkxribe my reactions to the style, cxuﬁt- 10 say thal aost peopfé Vhose
Andy Gtil, Q fudqmn | cespect felt that Little, Aig vas beautifully written, Wold on, the rather moré objective byts about
i heme, Structure and Capitalised Essenkls are coming, ) Aegypt, at least as yet, does ot have the saleyplent
Flea-Pit Report (Jan/Feb 88) overtones of Lhe earljer book; there 1Ml po opponeht — everybody and everylhing seens sympathetic, So:the stiyle
Phoenix, Valton Street: § has developed even further in'this dir fron.” Apart from his descriptive povers, the authon makes everything
15-21 Jan Spaceballs 4,15 6,30, 8.45 seen potentially magical, Let me quotfi|hvo exanplles, picked nmly ecause they re easy 1o find: the {1}&d is
2.0nm . lue Velvet 1i .08 from the Prologue-in Heaven,: extracted||iyos Bitten Apples, and the second 1s the opening of Vrta: .o N,
ed The Nagic Toyshop 11,00 There vere angels In fhfj/iﬂ'l four six many of thew, each one shullling into' his N
Penultinate Picture Palace, Jeune Street: place an liné like an alderman’ e Lord Mayor's show, " None was dressed in vhite,. sobe
/ Repo an/Sum;ran/Swvay/ 3,;3/9.20/10.00 (triple bill) vore //Ilﬂ:/w urut;: M‘ rlovenyl lang gr”ﬂy“"" in tlmrlloon hur; all thﬂ; r‘y:;'
an Alchewists of the Surreals o vere strangely gay, Iney kept p 109 in by one and two, alvays room for one more ey
163 the files of Jean Vigo 4,30, 10,00 ) tdouble bill) linked arms or ¢lasped (heir handy 'omfndt 0, they looked out smiling aL the twvo hrt;l:
29 Jan Highlander/The Vall 8.0076,18, :3.00 (:oug}e :l“; vho [ooted in at them, All lneu1 nes begap vith A, Wiy e
';‘F;g lin Rou 'Br,ff'd/srf' ,7,',‘3{,(’%.5’,(.“" 1.30/5.50, 10.00 (double by i Al ever some pover vith three vi Hes to grant vere to ;ppur belore hgrro Norlfett, he she ; Lo
Rot 23“1 9 The 3Intou?mblu lve Velvet  8.00/10.00 (double bill) Or It (dyion, rairy godwother, r g curivusly inscribed), vould find him not entirely . A
Lyt 8lues brothers/Rocky Horror  $100/10,15 (double bill) , | VOprepared, butnot entively readflther,: |\ i e
The P,P.P. vill also be shoving a nuber of uncertificated filns vhich do, I think, fall firaly vithin the It that doesn‘t touch something in youlif§ou‘ve golb a hole in your soul, , + * . .- i 0
realns of ‘speculation, but (for exanple) /20 Days In Ihe City Of Sodowm is not, one suspects, the sort of thing OK, objectivity freaks, here come thipi Capitalised Essences, Theme: “"“Mng'”’R“i“““y history.,.
OUSFG vas created to loster, (The fact that 14 has over the 7“‘ 25 years persistently foslered sone pretty Perh:gs the main prosect of the book i }o denonsirate how, in Crovley's evocativé phrase, ““history hunders for
basic naughtingss is, of course, entirely beside the point, It fsn‘t supposed i, Really,) Neal may, hovevsr, the shape of ayth®, "But Lhere is far Nbhe to Ae ot than {his siaple (vell, complex, then) idea,. 1 %5%or

e thea again and vould no doubt love to be accoa anied, ., instance, a novel of the hermetic tradflion and it relates to the history of ideas-~and, the author s '%1s10n
be Ew“g l‘gk:ta good ‘2“0, for people interested in jazz, Talking Heads and serious veirdness; the rest of you .of the Renaissance is so tightly tied AP vith the/hernetic jdeas of sose of Xs
vill have 10 nake do vith Spaceball/s, 1 look smug, :

¢ : s thinkers that it's not ‘gaing too
far to describe it as a novel of the h tory of ideas itself, Heanwhile, Rosie is Caught up in a.bitter viet
24 love story--an intelligent one, of coulise, and ong which | an sure vili eventually come to afrror the arger
“If We'd Been Living In California... concerns of Lhe sequence (the vhole yhUIvill rec 11, bein? included in the part in John Crovley hovels ). gat
John Crowley: Aegypt ; ""?hl‘:?'; e e ?1“2'5‘"3' 5"' Uietre rek‘fg'd' R 0 igid it vis. an U dryas i (e
eadi reviev in the early Nichaelnas nevsletter of Johm Crovley's last (1981) novel, ne caveat 3 es (o structur L Je,1:819 had a structure 5o rig vas alaost crysta ine. (905

itdre Z;‘::'Lh;:;dégg vord Tperfecto vas Durled apous viih soderately reckless abandon. ~ And quite rightly et Lo “"?z g '°"“°'t" o it); {he ““h".°"‘ll’““l'*9 flov gt 'tg?"'nm‘.‘x‘ author ‘having
so, It vas, after all, one of the most intricate and fnteresting sf books around, not Lo mention the beauty and s ";‘u°""“":; 2 “"‘ "'."x 1 “!"95 V")’fd”!;."- 1eagine at ik urn out, to be an

2agic of 148 vriling and indeed subject nalter, But 1% did rather raise the question: vhal next! Hov can you valonige 34 the structure vi 3 rigid as Litele Big's only brought out far more subtly,' * -

follow perfectionl Certainly not blomvmg another trhu the same thing! . Lest ve overrun, let me vind down, a8 overvhelmed, an utterly confident that the tonplete Aegypt will

o turn out to be one of the crowning achigvenents of 'sf, certainly outdoin anything available al the mowenly . The
So.inavay | tn rather pleased Lo announce that, vith all due respecl to Little, Big-and, make no '“t;“‘ only thing 1 can think of that might cHibete vith(ln properly-stouciured ?md Crov?o vouldn't allov hidse)f-
:2:1‘3: ::: ?W:Mn:::uzzt:\ovzisg ;v‘er vritten--that perfect® book was mothing more &m 3 dry run for the :;yk:: Z".‘, W:'“: °|'\ "°°'{‘ g?";: 9,“.6”" “‘,’{ J’r‘h,?l "‘" f""' {' m'v%m zg':“ t?"r:"llﬂ hfecgﬂ‘" in
) ] : ; e 18 9o 0 have to buck ufihis ideas} even this first quarter o s ranquility, beaut
N‘Th{;‘ming'a“og}';?':t?:‘f::tf,’.:f:'{;’g,:g.z’"{f{ fﬁ{':m‘:'i:'gg?g ﬁ"b:if::xﬂ;:: ohiina ::e‘.":;"l‘ 4nd conplexity of Feace (nioraed by thiidearnednegs, structural sensibilities ang love'that pe’riug}q Ljtele, )
ifd i A ¢ hole, The structure echoes thay of Litt/e, ig the | 4 AT b (i
:::1 ::';}3 d:‘?i&'&’vé“p¥31iébl'3 3:«'?3¥fv.'§.’fuf'.§i'¢'n are grouped in u.m: uheyu:irr:r tn: h?u:g{ol'u:; ‘.'mroéozgtchl'l.:::c:':: :'l‘t:\'?x L n'.m: "'ﬁ gg":l:‘ﬁ; ﬂn:‘g::ko' complinentary adjectives L
i i in d the parls are titled vith vords summing up the characteristics of the . g i 8, S O L R
mlﬁ' :?iﬁho?':ﬁi:'ﬂ'h':ﬁﬂ'?: o ?n'nt::ltd :hgpzerl. This volune has the prcloguu and the first group, under . Wowdo 1 go about telling you that boypt is better? : ‘ e -,1"4””. .?‘,O'::!_SOD
the_title The Solitudes, John Barth: Gilles Goat-Bdly; 'The Revised ¥ 1labus ~ - ;
{lect the concerns of its Zodiacal house, as summed up in its title, Thus Part = ¢ 8 ¥, or, e Rav. ew Syllabus -
on‘em.b'l.l:"::tg;d:::'i‘ 5:'%'&. ;u:on and history of Pierce Noffett, s historian 8ho, having i‘un lost his job b .”5"”‘0:‘1 lﬁ:f Jon, ngzclf are wa/ling wvell lately, one surely understands  that were,
teathing at Barnabas College, 15 on his vay to another interviev when he becoses stranded in the rural village bt o rhasse Bhiochl g eien s e10 ass consists of interainable exposition,
i lu:?bury st ?anny Rills, Ynspired by questions like °vhy do people believe qu““ can tell . lecture and harangue (hov gratifidd | vas {d see that vindy old lunatic Nax Sprelsan pyt
fortunes?®, he coses to theorise the existence of Aegygt--a strange, ayslic foustey droe yaten "g'h'd“'"%‘ Lice ; ﬁkg';tslsl' st 52,:;:7"‘45752}#  boore iy ”;ng;:g, ‘of-:".,ﬁ 5:2?'37;53&? :;,;o;:v”
enl i -=and h cludes: there I's nore than one history of the vorld, NS, : ; 44 those ; : ' g
"",:’.‘»i’ﬂ’m,"Z"w'ri‘-"o"??:ﬁ:'af?{é:: t;nlbn.\g;: :g: Jlo’b he had uhkcnbn h.r‘mba: and :{ié} akgook }bogt r‘m ::{g;:: Z']‘f’o;’#’?ﬁﬁ'}}ﬁ""" cphinéy, ,,,,/xdw/-- Toa vhow [t is known the' author iy
i ’ L e husiastically agrees to buy, He returns to Blackbury Jambs to { an= s | s : i e i
pegia’vorks seunvhL1d, 1n the-vil1oge. the Seond-vieaposnt ehasicier “Rasld machar 15 divercing s husbana s Eror 113 o[t 5olhg 128,01 s sobbronity (013 puges, inciuging o rai Lot Cediterialt crit)
. 0 faaias iipi® i ' .
mhw into aviul tangles about dividing their *stuff® (Jucruw), And in Part Three, Fratres, Prerce becones e e o? L Vil Caar Mo vl but e ods unu:ﬂ{.l Sinee it s veigned zovn Gin
i

recommendations, but from the Darly Telfraph and il1stener rather han Anne HcCaffrey, Géne Volfe, Stephdn :\9

|
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i . W
¢le, One 15 JusLilied 10 assuming Uhe seCond. WRICh may of hay nol Le an encouragenent, Fantasy freaks after She R AR ‘V‘a R o B i A e e ‘
e-\m';nng Frot, lotkien should skip to the reviews belov OI nessrs, sadler and McLeish, The rest of us can curl ’“{ SELIIEA X SeliEiine e pretiy goo ' g P y oM the goo

M v Whangs ot tanlesy wsic, 0 assume (R sosevhere @long the [ine [N1s 9ot waNed up with an advert forpreqlris:
up In an arachaie and, like, get really neavy, man.. And I'n atraig it 15 3 bit h“V{ at times-=1t's no more Celwed, - e0l, 3uCh o5 wagic of tair f bairy types, dragons, and quite & Lot of hacking, Beautiful pfancesses
velioning Lo the vasval reader than, say, 7ne Sook 0r [ne New Sun or Litele, S1g; but, like thew, 1t offers the I Qardng prantes a.a0 leglure quite nunI . Nulle engugh Lo wabe any serious St reader Sick, éut,ﬁs'tr:?wsi,
careful reader a lJot to chev on, Felst maneges 10 pul 3t all to ether.hth lxtllt of the corn usually associated vith the genre, and uytes
Those tvo exanples vere not chasen af randos, In terms ot foreal structure, they are two of the most compiex 10uch of hukcur 3% Lises o5 well, || | : e
and antaresting books | knov, and /ne Revised Nev Syllabus has a coaparable (ux'aplexny. It self-reters though The farsl LoOk Nagscian can be redd on 1ts ovn, having what appears to be a fairly selt~containeg Stocy, of
devices sinilar to New Sun, such as the play (Severian plays Deatn in Or Talos' Eschatology And Genesis in /he Interuniverssl var sfﬂrlmg and bemafbrougm 10 4 conclusion by & serving boy called Pug. The book &s quite
V/av 07 [pe concileator, and George 3t one point visits the theatre Lo see /a/iped Décanus (a hilarious long enough 1o sort oul any Contusionithis may appear 10 hoid 1nto & pretly toherent story, The second tvo.
‘translation® of the Uedipus myth into A NS, terss)), But the real sinilarity s o /he fook Uf [he New Sun, starting vith Sofverthorn pick up soné threads et apparently veren't as vell t1ed off as you thought, and
and it Jies in subject matter, ; 9 ; neatly make quite & lot wore story oul 9f them, folloving slightly different characters introduced intMagscian,
For the benefit of the illiterate fev vho still don't know, /ne Rook U7 Ine New Sun concerns itself vith the fnyone wno reads tantasy really oyghl 1o try tnese as they're a lot better written than a lot of the §tuff
coning of a Messiah who will rcgenerau the Earth's dying sun, (nnrrrnghhn! You lose an awful lot_trymg_to availatle at the woment, yel connm\f he very {mnqs that appeal to fantasy readers (] vouldn't havestedd thes
condense 1200 ?n es into 12 words!,,,) 6s/es Goat-foy, on the other hands, deals vith the uereence in 3 thinly athervise) i S
(i,¢, not al all) disquised version of contemporary (1966) Aaerica of a Christ figure offering fenporal peace For all those vno've read these oul don't visit bookshops very often, Jaughter U7 Tne Emprre is Felst's wost
and spiritual salvation to all humankind, The tvo complement each other alnost perfectly: WVolfe offers us 3 recent book, about one of the vorlds !visited in the Riftvar Saga,  This'1s different to the others being wainly
hero who virtually backs into being the agent of the Sesond Coming and the Kingdom of God; while Barth has one politics (vhere dackstabbing 1s for f¢al), bub 15 still pretty good, Vorth reading he others lust,-.t‘gouqh‘
who consciously decides that he 15 going Lo be the nev *Grand Tutor® and has to go through 2 pretl{ difficylt e ¢ ; Rol Sadler
struggle to succeed tindeed, ve don'{ even know the outcome by the end of the book=-in this respect A 4.8 is Hod : S
xden?ull to 84,8, (not counting /he Urtn Of The New Sun)), SloR press--Barih utuallg nakes the sane Gene VWolte: The Urth U!!J'be New Sun ik el St
aistinction hiaself (p, 127; for Hoishe leading his people into the Pronised Land read Severian bringing the New Yell, no-0ne (an agcuse me of cosing|fo this book vith By aind already made up about it, When the back of /ne
Sun; for ‘Dean® Arthur read George), i Citaoe/ Ur [he Wutarch announced thatla filth Aew Sun book, independent of Severian's nafrative vas co ing, |
think that without a bit more explanation this reviev 1s eolng to ?n increasingly xnconprenennblo( and, (ould hardly vait, Then 1t finally did arrave, and | read’a reviev in tocus, °Aaargh!® vas the firstiphrase
auth as | respect the latest developments in post-structuralis critical theory, 1's not convinced that this 1s that cawe 1nto ay head, narrovly pipding *Sell-out!® at the post, lhen | vas standing in the Conspiracy " :
u\Hrtlg the raight S to go about this sort of ""“qi $0... o094 b{""‘“’" varolog ### George is an dealers’ room lusting at 3 stack ot dopies (£11,95 apiece) vhen Neil Gaiman (see, Pm’?, I can drop namas %00’
orphan brought up vith a goat herd by Herr Doktor Professor Naximilian Spi

elnan, chucked out of college for appeared talking ab Fdier
speahing his sind, [ne world 1s siaply the University, whicn is divided into a nusber of (often rlva?) .ﬁg no: 2 seli-gu: 2?‘.}1: ‘ldv:s'zl
colleges; 1t vas founded sose indefinite {1ine z?o by a near-mythical figure known onll as the Founder, who left 1 had no 10ea at all vhat'to expect
Dthlng hin 3 Syllabus (nov knovn as the Ol Syl abus) for Graduation, and since then there have been a nusber of Adyes of this world? Will he try to
Grand Tutors, including Sakhyan teith the Syllabus of Beisn) and, sost influential in the story, Enos Enoch (he fearsone monsters? Vill he try (0
of the New Syllabus), Host of the action takes gla:e 1n New Tamnany College, biggest of the Vest-Campus Severian refer Lo Lhe ancient euse
Intormationalisy colleges, an armed canp inplaca lz opposed 10 the dtudent=Unionism of the East-Campus colleges (© 1967 New Ers Publications

leg by kaexal College, urln? the Secona Campus K1 Inanktuliy, no,

EAT-ray (Electroencephalic Amplafication and Transmission--sindzap), vhich they used to wipe out a couple of Having $a1d that,.. 1 still nave
quads 1n Awaterasy Cellege and put an end to that part of the Riot; other tolleges soon got the EAT technology resolve 1nto a vague'sort of satisfa
190, and nov the Vest and East Campus cosputers WESCAC and EASCAC are sitting metaphorically glarxng at each unfortunately, sowe parts of 1% have
other, programsed to EAT the other side's Eggulatuon baslcallz vhenever they feel like 1t But there 15 a

3

(accosted hin and begged for reassurance he informed me 1t vas jobly gooo

htly but not entirely reassured, S0 vhen it Came 1nto the Centraf-Liprary

08 1t. Will ne wreck the ending of /he Sook Uf Ine New Sun to pacify the

sell 1t to tne Sadlers o{ having Severian's trial consist of oanléng'

tsvade New Era 1o push 1t to the top of the bestseller [ists by havi

rOn 1n much the same Lerms as ve speak of Homer? .Can 1t be? Caprut
i

-

ot (against Siegtrieder College) New lamaany geveloped an

veiy oixed feelings about 7he Urth OfF The New Sun., 805t of vhith ’_l';}ﬁ'ﬁ;
t1on by reqaroxni 1t as not part of The Book Cf The Nev Sun, A
{0 be connected {0 6,48, or they don't make sense==but.l do rather feel

3 . that these should have been left as Waresolved as possible-=part of the fascimation of the quartet wasiin dhe
get-out, Grand lulor'un safely enter WVESCAC's Belly and change 1ts AN (Automatic hplenenunon Hechanisa) slingshot eftect cnom?, which lett the reader to gurapolug what vas qoing to happen after Severian left for
~-and George decides he's found his vecation, : 3 1 the stars ang the trial which he hopid would win him the New Sun, For Golfe to hgl that 1n not only',-spoxls the

So George ?0!5 to Nev Tasmany College and satriculates, He doesn't know vhat he's supposed Lo be studying-= fun bul 15 also rather supertluous, [l0r should be, Ve all knev Severian was ine New Sun/Concalaator fand .the
VESCAC has only told hin to *PASS ALL FAIL ALL t but he passes ""Wgh Scrapegoal Grate in approved Grand- nev book only confirms that: but wha ‘about the consequences? Here ve are vith a Second Coming and Epe advent
tutorial fashion and receives his Asn?nnnt, he rest of the book describes how he first sakes an appalling ' of heaven on Urth; what Wolle resindfilus of 1s that ve shouldn't have expected 1t Lo come just like tRath . 6:/es
nash of things and brangs the Universily to the brink of Riot, then finally understands the Assignaent and Goat-Foy acls out the patterns of thyiiGospels tthe Revised Hew Syllabus, reseaber?): Jhe ook Jf Ihe R
coapletes it, only to be hounded out by the students of the college, who ihink someone else is the Grand Tutor, dcts out the beginning of the patterfis of Revelation, and points the reacer in certain diretiions 1ndjcated by
George comes back and kills the soweone else, at vhich point the book ends fapart from the Posttape, Postcript those patterns, what Volfe played down in the first four books 1§ suddenly brought hose in the fafthi the;
to the Postiape, and Footnote to the Postcript Lo the Posttape.,.). ### And Spoiler Varning et¢ Second Coming 1s also the ﬂpou!ypn | Should have seen 1t coaing, GBI Mhan

So wnat do ve have so far? A Serious Literary Epic of great structural coaplexily about a sort of Second A4S 10r thé things we did see comiflg, they're pretty such taken for granted, Vhen the New Sun.appears: it o
Coming,.. don't you think that sort of """‘R.h“ been superseded by Jhe fook U The New Sun, which does all of plays 3 poor second fiddle to the Apuicalypse, and qutlc tight 100 because we don't need 10 be 101d about bt :
the above and sore! Vell, no, Because Barth's book (apart from dealing with a different concept of the Second Lanybody vith the intellectual abilily to gel $his far vill have been expecting it ever since nal{vay.thfough
Conmi) does nore as vell, In the same way that Volfe veaves in questions of l“ﬂ“‘z. he veaves in questions e Shadow Uf [ne Torturer), But this doesn’t alter the fact that he does spend half the-book telling ‘us ‘iBout
of authenticily, accuracy==in general, truth, “"u'"‘? there can indeed be only one 6rand Tutor, which of the thes, and mixed in vith that ve also'Have to suffer the Hierograsmates (tngc?s, sort of) telling us eviry rouple -
\hree appearing in George's story is ”i the inscrutable Living Sakhyan, the popularly accepled Harold Bray, or of pages, *Oh, by the vay, you reaeaber such-and-such? Actually that vas Us manipulating events, ClévEnistulf
Geor e GILES, son of VESCAC, himseli? Well, ve knovl because George tells us about the Grand-Tutorial : eh1® Bul there's M",J,,l," sone vorthvhile stuff in there, and as alvays it's buuu?ully vuuon;nhuﬁ,gh 1
ldeal: Laboruor; Eurnu Sguuen program, and hov Harold Bray tolq Georac that he vas a false 6rand Tutor sent thought | detected some dilution of Severian's lovely classical style=-shane), ! o 4
to pave the way for the real one.,, Bul vail! We only have George's vord for all this,., And then vho is the © BUt il's vhen Severian gets back tq Urth that Uol‘c really hits stride: the second half of ‘the book ¢3s¥ly
teal Peter Greene! Ihe;dl-doludme redneck or the disillusione cynict Is Haurice Stoker really "{”‘9 to be bears comparison vith 7he Claw-Uf Ing\conciliator ot Ihe Citadel Of The Autarch, and in places compels it (vhen *
the Dean o' Flunks, or is he trying Lo Graduate people by playing 11! Why does George spend so much of his tim2 Severian vanders around the villages, |it's hard to avoid rnubcnng 3 sinjlar section from the latter). . He
a1sguised as Harold bray! also, to Neal's considerable diseay,/Hits a Gene Wolfe Time Travel Plot®. | have not tried to unravel 4hig and

s the Revised New Syllabus itself icnuinc! / ; do not intend to, " Free Live Free sctaabled ny brain quile lhovoughlr, thank you fyou sean you veren‘¢'s/vays

11's alaost as fascinating and frusirating as ///uminatus/,,, ! : + ke this? ~-mKZ): wore than enough fdqr .one lifetine, This one involves Severian discovering that he can wilk

Final resarks: the writing is efficient and readable rather than vonderfully evocative or whatever: the the Corridors of Tine (vhich, incideatally, reseable’a {ield vith sose streans in.it, not corridors at al}l,
characters are interesting and vell-drawn (but rarely lapsing ipto .‘,‘"“‘Yg"v the editorial apparatus that this being sosething o do vith the fact Lhat he literally is tge New Sun and thus possessed of treaendous . -,
recedes ihe dook 1§ clever and interesting but rather heavy going '“though the stuff at the end is good (is John over, whereupon he does, frequentlytland occasionally to the considerable bafflement of .the reader, ¢In'his ' |
arth genuine!, ), There's a fair amount of husour, 100, especially in the earlier sections, which helps to : ravels he meels Yaar (the great wla ch) and Typhon {the negalomaniac vith tvo heads in 7he Svord Of Thay "' -

oA 0 & .
tide the reader over the often irritating University/our vorld analogy (I got awfully annoyed'at being Lictor, only before he weni to sleep)!| not to mention nuserous other interesting people both alive and‘g'ﬂf
constantly expecied to play spot-the-reference--but the allegory does “K a vitally "P°"l‘“‘ tole in sany of ;hez hinself, (Apu-Puthpl o Clav gets explained avay, not very ungi lypl'l afraid, though ?ﬁq&oes
alrenating the text and hence (at least according to formalist critical ¢ '°f¥:‘“‘“" 1t nev 1o the reader and tie in vith 8.4, 5 's “identity® thenel!); Our hets also develops a nifty line in miracles, in particular blottiing

hence nore effective), Such few cosplaints as | have seem irrelevant in the out the sun, vhich I'n pretly sure reffers to something in the Bible, xermps one of our resident Christigns

e of George's story,
Thoroughly esseatial reading, A-plus/

could enlighten or correct me, Eventifally he pops up in post-New Sun Lines to find that he and a fev others vho
¢ ! Ivan Towlsoa sw;;v'd tgc Apoulyp:o have been dei lldr i g o "‘a L :
3 lagnosis: rampant schizophrenia ! | | i i o
nd B Felst: The Riftwar Saga . : . . : S : IR
mw:w:.-‘ you say, throving up your hands in horror, Aol a reviev by Rob Sadler! But he reads Dumarest and ?‘:m;;?dw Cure: read and reread unlil the blasted thing aakes sense, ] i e

Nermlein and other things too aviul (o sention--wha('s he Jdoing revieving thi in that vehicle of good taste,

The OUSFE Nevsletter :'l.-' Vell, i:’\ betu;n‘%he (5‘9 s{ ‘l a'l'so read quite a lot of crap fantasy (and no, 1t's not ) ‘
crap)--sosetines | even read some halfvay decent fantasy, i : : ; an

uln'g risk of ho;lt (lﬂ gegu:on 1{gu the wdl:!nif Ik.d l!l:‘o’ t‘o‘;ocomnd theb?ltﬁvgriSaqa t” I'hy-o:d‘Fu:rf; ;I i : ' : wlvﬂ,n TD\"J"‘?P‘., :

for this category, The last book in the series, arkness At Sethanon, vas published in small foraat for the David Eddings: Guardians! Of The Vest e o

first t1ae this (4.8, mmululas ==¢d) \ers, £ the '?°l*k“‘ 15 nov available vithout an overdraft-- *0avig Evarngs 158111 a comparable 1waginative league (o Tolkien,® No, 11 doesn't actually say that on the Dack

altermatavely talk }0 3 'Umd y second year fantasy freak, 5 cover of Guargians Uf The Vest--s9 asiithe only first book in a fantasy series publjshed this year not to da so /'

W i 7

| thought this was a fine piece offwvork, ll'i definitely vorth rudin? in itself, But,.‘l re;ll‘y‘nk.h\ t‘t'\ ;
hadn*t had to go on the end of 7he 8dok |07 The New Sun, 1t just doesn’t fit, ; : s
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Philip K Dick: VALIY o i i i e
Ihis book 15 1UCkAng dilarre, o ¢ Locliurud ng MoCarthy 1 i
; Neal Tringham The Tongues (Jf Nen And Aogels e o e o
‘This 1s sonelhing Heinlein sa1d, 1t'g pothing 1o do vith reality.® (Stwon Nelersh) .t .
Jobn Calvin Batchelor: The Birth Of The People's Kepuyblic Of Aptarctica cHaa, yes, | can lnem Heinlein wrifi Y“‘h. 01d Testawent,* (Faul Narroy) b S o
It starts vell, with narrator Grim Flddl!,biln? concelved 1n a phone booth i1n a crowded Svedish bar, He 1s . ¢l gon’t yant a drink, | vant to takeipll ‘Z clothes of{,* (Aelanie Oymonyg). (% RO
porn, returned to his father (an American expa ruu/drm.-dod?er), he grovs ‘up and then his father strangles You don't have Lo pul yhipped creae upi sy skirt--=1's going to do it an vay,* (kath Nort),v . o U}
the wan who married his ex-girlfriend who had come 1o Sveden to receive a Nobel Prize, The father gels thrown When 1L's going round 14's very pertulping, especially when 1t's that big=-and bright pink,* (Chris”
in prison, 3 ‘light® sentence which uhxnnely sets off a revolution by religious fanatics led br Grin's ; $ ”Ugﬁ“/ b | : , ey z
grandfather (on his mother's s1de), (By nov ve're up to the late 1390s,) Vith Grandfather's help, Grim and ) -.l can handle 1t up to the bright pink ‘gn...' (gnris) LR S
some {riends escape Sveden vith his father as Stockhols burns Lo the ground, Oenied permission to land | could tell when Tis was frightened, [because his knees tighteunad around me.* (*7he Untnowa 8iker's
anyvhere, they enter the Atlantic and encounter the *fleet of the damned®, a collection of boats carrying d{ing oveo, VRuachard Lycock)). e | L N f )
reyuqtu vhor the Y”““ in charge have convinced themselves by some neat theological arguaents should nol b 145 not exactly putrid--but it's prefly. ineffechual,’ (8ecca Heddle) g i
looked after, Eventually they get to the Falklands and South Georgia and try to preserve a liftle corner of . “NWe've all got bettler things to do with our souths than talk,® (Jane AcCarthy) i S

civilisation, B ks :Ev,ry tine | open my mouth lvan qets ut hi1s cheque book and starts '”““3"' (Jane) K
at this Eoint 1 got extnnm b??qud down, The first half of the book covarin? Grin‘s bio, his escape from 1¢'s incredibly painful, and you'd besi sake the most of it, ‘cos I'n not doing 14 agaih,® (Rob’Sad/er)
e y : i

Sweden and the encounter vith eet of the damned, 1s Kovutu\ ang of fen horrafying, But | have been unable ! ..:hov true, sultered the editor,|, | | A R .
1o finish the book because of the tedious politicking’of the South Atlantic sections, Recomsended all the same, Hahler's 10th s 'PM“K“‘M bit vhere[it! goes da-da-da aboyt fifteen times=-¢hat's when you thro, the record
’ Ivan Towlson player in the bath,* (Fhil Raines) | | ol PRI o tat
(Five and a hall p;yri of solsd book revievs and only one of them derogatory, Kot g very 1spressive shoving. .. ag;}?ﬁgéga 33“32 :;:2':,‘.‘:;” Proves P‘;" the Akosnesp ‘“".”"“ b alixeand '.1'1,"""'4, sixing 8% ?"
I rewender the good old Jays vhen we would tear baoks apart with oyr teeth, Nov ve recormend Fastbuck and i i i ¢ oL i
£ddings to the masses, Ye gods, ~=a more careful resder,) ... The Grovelly Bit il i ) ARl ey Lot
% : : | have a lon? l1st of"people to eulagisp for the last nevsletter, The folloving peoplg helped distiibute or
L We Can Shoot You othervise sutilate then: ~Masr Bishop, Vohn Rra{,. Adrian Cox, Paul Cray, Fiona George :Chris Hughes, Paul
Some Comics KReviews eal Iringham) arrov, Siwon Hcleish, Martin Pickles apd the etlernal Neal:Tringhaw (3 patron saini'ol newsletier e rs if
R i " s cearth e R S {”m/('nn( ho ‘!‘b it il
; ver there vas one (whic re vasn' ' Boo=hiss to the New College photocopier for breaking down for & days
Blood (Joun HDGK?E‘G‘LSR“UW?'& ”"‘P{"”b‘d&"’ " Ke}ﬂ: l'“d“‘“'so’ I o . . aboyt 3 hours before I needed 11; slightly smaller boo-hiss to the thineer vh,g, ogpuud juuhgs\ 1'3-(inished’
8lood 15 In the Harve P”,tl ¢, Tn espite N“g Ravi ] DIUGGEQUAR MIUNACHIL CONIS it seens to be an doing the nevsletter and proceeded to rppair the thing properly; sli guy bigger boo-hiss to the Departaent of
allegory of life,,, but 13n't nearly so bad as thal wight lead you Lo expect, The artvork 15 very nice External Studies, vho rang me up one rafny Thursday afternoon 1é teil ne Wbyl Aheir day school on s that
occasionally reminiscent of Sienkewicz's la/wost certainly misspelt -=N7) better mosents, 1 vasn t particularly Saturday (‘Us, vell, yes, ve'd be tnterpsted, bul |'s mot sure I can tell 100 people in the mext 36 hours,,,*
impressed by the scripting of the first two issues (very impressive soyndln?*-but vhat vas ils relevance to the *Oh uIl ve've gob some programmes se¢b aside for you...® °"OK, [‘ll send out what I can, (Puts doyn phone and
funcamental existential dilennas of mogern man, I asked syselfl HNore inpor antly, did it actually wean stares oul ab rain, Thinks ol distance| o DES.) , Oh dear, this isn't going to be very pleasant.®). In
anything?) but | liked the third (and current) issue--man's experlence of 6od, death and divorce in a single consequence, Patience-0f-A-Saint avardihoes to Penny Heal'for {loors (ivuc),.ongui (about S0 tises) and tea
package. This and Mirac/ewan (see mid-Hichaelnas Spung) get the Tringham Conic Of The Month Club reconmendation (vore tines'than vas strictly good foripe, | SUSPN{L This is vhat happens’to people,vho live 100 close to
it the soment, anywdy.., Vellington Squaargh, Hi | i 3 i P b3 Shgeid
Hellblazer (iltani_e Peln‘no, f;ohn( Rtldgeway)h ke e Hap, 1 think 1 eay have got a little| carried ;!vay there, but it vas 1un\. : : e
This is the spin-off comi¢ from Swasp /hing {eaturing your hero and sine (vell, mine, anyvay ohn es Their Finest Hour | ! ! IO B R N i el
Constantine, I found it a lot better than | expected, zul not as qood as 1'd hoped, 'The first couple of issues Neal has been searching those fev book ' which fail " ar 1i. Ghasily Beyond Belief for
fold & {airly gaqd hettor Biohpy vith some nice touches and art varying from conpetent to good, The third issue evidence as Lo why m.? e "‘12 2::&2:2”;326 v 1::10‘(?0:5?;9“’ odd sentances, A ylg:’n?l see.
vas a mildly rabid yuppie/New (onservative parod{--uuswq in places but I thought it vas very over the top.., *They're demon yupplu"soul-bvohr {ron Helll® : ; vy G :
Probably the best horror comic around (not that that's saying all that much), and certainly vorth 3 look, 1 | fi " Jamie Oelano- Hellblazer 3
Likely Io become a collector's item at some stage, And John Constantine? No\ a bad characterisation fairly *1 think ve should kill hin and eat|hip brain ® said Mr Frostee i (R i §
close to Alan Koore's, but | felt this version vas excessively 80s British Unidentified Flying Radical Chic ‘That's not the ansver (o every prol le{ in inlerpersonal relations,* 1 told hin LA diaat oot
(lino; like °Forget about the money, I‘m talking about the real vorld, Nidnite® tend to pul me off, I'w it ! ) Rudy'Rucker, Softuare
afraid), '

; i ‘Ch;innni "Kennlagrud. .wt“l) ar:R \ hun'r:' beings but sg;ﬂhénghvit;\out sex organ; g:nqneg' t'? ook like
Tbe Adventures Of Luther Arkwright (Bryan Talbot) ; usan beings, bul on closer inspection hey are human beings; they do have sex organs,and they n:c; ove.
Psychic povers, incredibly significant ancient stones wultiple realities and Tantric sex--whai more can you ask huen ‘? {heir skulls are ‘"gl of e‘lg\;lro‘n‘;c (!hxps ‘M“?d 4 zruni, b S Philip K Oick, YALIS
froa one comic} Vell, good art for a start, | dign'{ Fike most of the pictures in this one ['n afraid, though *They're sy entrails and I von't have hen read by a bungling amateue ®  + ' ' i

there are urt:xglz eﬁ:ptlg(\;--th:_b;ck c:;qr of x:suelz,lior exnpit, vh'x'ch { thou?héln: ll)oz;;y, ‘Ihe e ‘ | Roger Zelaziy, Creatures 0f Light And Oarkness
scripting isn't ba idn't find anything particularly original in 1ts story of black baddies fros beyon . . Uit

out to ustroyluke'o\m the various alternates of Earth, ZOI‘ g?d 1 find the story-telling technique--huv\{xy ...ben for 3 tover of turbulent toast, .. ,
reliant on cross-cutting from one time o another--very intriguing, though it‘'s al least unusual and does keep

! | f 'L, Mervyn Peake Titus 6roan
1 leave it to the sassed ranks of OUSF6 physicists to provide a description of precisely hov tout,{urbulu,
! ki | . N g

up suspense, To be fair, there are hinls that later issues uY be more interesting, Being a comics freak (or i
ag least 3 lruk, | suppose) | shall keep on buying this, but | wouldn't advise you to unless you are too. Dead Fingers T ve B | 5 il ; SR b 'P
Green Arrow (Grell, Hannigan and Orlando) This, at least as far as |‘'®s concerned, 1s the last of tHe epics, [1'l] be putting out an Election Special of

eﬁ':s;x{nl h:": 0‘13 be':a:ul\g :g{:né?qs‘?L:E:togggl"::ngﬂ kg {?,Z'é::.‘%intﬁ’ﬂx?ﬂmel"(’:u}?ﬁ ?:33'113.59‘:33;2 Qr!:):lf 5’?&?3?\2‘iiéuw.ﬂd;ﬁﬂ'ipfﬁ Eﬁ;??"fx ;l‘:o::lélg::‘tﬁrx’;:zg;;:\ :R:;n:‘;:v‘\‘{l‘:«e}t::xéy'::;:?‘cd.
an .,mr&m. ingm in the space time continuum (known to-Zoo] addicts as wbplouﬁace) and the subsequent Spplicationsiienipped boUNC VST ECK "°g'l‘v ]“ T°'“;°"' e, Cotlege by ihe begianing °'4‘5 vaek, pvqu_.,'
disappearance/revising of a good deal of the history of the DC universe), Latest in the line is Green Arrov, Vild Nountaip Time (agaio) | il ; : L t Lt b
vho vas given a thorough vorking-over in the Longbow Hunters mini-series before starting in this, his very ovn Credits for this issue: first and foremost Chris;| vho bought' the teabags,: Secqnd I modestly place sjself for
cosit o_suanarise: 8o more sill arrovs, no more silly villains, and not many sore silly quips, Vhat ve have editing, writi typing, photocopying; collating and distribyting (1 hope you people realise what'a' dee iy
here 15 a Daudu!lléuun style of 'realistic’ sireet hero, vith real moral problems and real nasty situations ,M“ n?nn'ﬂjn?u icgl-n:n 1cifg person | am), People vho have aciually done something worthyhile: Neal
10 deal vith, It's done fair { vell in the first ‘WE“ of fssues, vith only one embarrassing monent in the for lots of verbiage, and Mo, Rob and $imon for their contributions, Special t‘an&: to Mo for inforsation,
ssriptand oy alielpates BN b Siklloh g e T R O I  r e sovice and prutfredoing: Bils of Wiylawvattler vere‘bsed on “Thited"{von or trspirea by ine dardian.'t,

[ 3 { 1" . £ ]
1 doubt ve're likely to see anything really nev, ; ' Alacums & Excursions and Thyme, The t}tle¢ vas derived from Jack L Chalker's’publishers (°Ah, Jack ve'd, er,

i !

- 1ike you to, er, simplify your books ajliftle--for the, ua, less careful reader,’) and. the sub(subjtitles vere

)

twisted out'of Kagazine vin, ay own poisdnal varped subconscious, 000BN&T, R,E M, Hax™ 0'Connor, Slyyand the
Iodine In My Corffee Fasily Stone, Johg Noraan, Nulrs nr&d onscioug, Frank Zappa, Huddy Vaters, Oavid Lane (though'l assuse he
The OUSFG mugs have been ordered, and ve hope to have them for the 2nd veek library meeting, Keep your money micked it anyvay), Villian Burroughs aad Hob Oylan, Serious culture, man, . ' " " e
handy. Neanwhile, the new design for the sveatshiri has arrived fros the pen of Hartin Pickles, Some people : This nevsleiler vas eaten by 3 cheago ord-cruncher vhich won't even'tell me such vitally interestihg i
have asked vhether it vill be possible o order sveatshirts with the old design, The answer is, only {f there statistics as hov ."“l letters there me‘ in the i'ssue or hov nn{‘ carriage returns I've used, Furthersore, it
is sufficient desand, Whew ve take orders (after the mugs have arrived; ve can't carry tvo orders o? this type keeps refusing 1o spit it out again v hing, B ¢

n 5 ask it to, Fear, loa
at once, ve don't have the spare cash), ve'll {ind out how many people vant vhat and see vhat happens, Bear in | v

ir
aind thit there are minimum orders, and that small orders cosi more than large ones, )
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‘. 1t must have something go1ng for 1L, Another recommendati

tead of the Ielr...

N Some pesple (lvan for exanple) vould prodadbly ¢lai
S50 L many books aboul which the above have been said (Mo
P T like to point. out %hll 11 could hardly be worse than
Vol 4»€adlngs 15 an author you either !!l]lr like or think

k o this (a parentll the cosnittee couldn

Jt A, The book :1§

% &0 read Enchanter 5 Enogane may have though{ that after
: that tould be vritten as a Sequel,

g S s Enchanter's Endyame

: ﬁ. Ine niddle of book 3 anyway), don't read Lhis synopsi

The Bear

;il-lo(t over {ron the end of. the other books,
5% Ce'Nedra,

son, has been kldnugpcﬂ.
b yel another quest

linguistics? ==ed, after he's finished throvin,

1 an very dad at vrltin? plot sumaaries,
© | enjoyed.this dook a loi, | thought that some
sand interesting rhythaic devices too which seened t
alike the s
i gnawing dn a finger, were he disposed te doing such

% gorth Toadxng,ozerhlps even vorth buyin
*lo'the next book,
‘Iain"Banks:

i : ' Consider Phlebas i
. t¢1ain Banks:

ks alr Street

““1n hig 11r8t three novels, lain Banks concentrated on blen

‘ ;‘“5f(he fantastic narratives of Valking On 6lass and fhe

anteresis with potcnllall! stunning effect,

sensibililies, not to ment

§

o

~%:E\,sooenov out of the orginak‘.
S $o auch for vhat could have been,
" 'and in the case of Consider Fhlebas we attually have

L

t find anyone else v
he first 1n a nev quintetl which 1s the seq

Hovever, there are hin

. It is hard 1o explain the plot of the book without expl
ou haven't read thea but do intend to and don't want to k

The first half of the book is about various points in t
h,gena-ple, storsy monents of the marriage of 6Garion and Ce'N

The main action begins when Brand, the Rivan va
i . destruction of Jarvikshola, .the Bear Cult's stronghold in

He follows a fake lead to Rheon 1
o destroy all evil in the vorld (again)
. ot be a good ydea Lo ban anyone from eriting generic fant

)
il‘;f&ur ide
1 the

of lvan tearing Staon liwd from Iinb;azd pﬁ
) things,
& po wnvescribed, =-ed. ] 1t has the samne small humoutous {o
ovever from a lack of action in the first half in the san
2, but | vould advi

the next tour books, ihe next quintet, 4

perspectives of /he Wasp Factory, In these two 1987 nove
Imagine a sp
on Banks” undoudbted command of
i consider fhe Boot Of Ine Mew Sun,) Or a sundane realistiit
(Hint: 7he Wasp Factory.)
Neither of these bo

n tha
* o
tsayl
18 av

such

s, te

Cult

couns

8rad,

15 that Anne NcCatfrey didn't think 1t was tne Dest

his could well mean 1t vasn't even as iood 18 the
Lt never crossed meé aind, guv, =-ed)bul | vould
vord 0f Shannara ot Daughter Of Reals, Davia

yl, Persomally I like him; that's why ['a revnevnﬁ’
ling to read 1L, ,.) (17 only this were true --eg, [,
€l to the Belgariad quintet, Those of you vho have
final tand predictable) ending there was not auch

4 that all 18 not over in Castle Of Vrzardry and

ning some of the plot of the first five books so if
v the ending (vhich you will probably work oul by
the Belgariad first,
ten years or $o lollovxn? the killing of Torak--tor
ra, Ihis is mainly the clearing up of loose ends
surfaces and there are attenpis on the life of
er, 15 killed, This ts folloved by the siege and
erek, after whith Garfon receives word that his baby
Drasnia where he discovers that he aust set out on
(Has anybody elseé ever wondered whether It might
5y unless they have at least one degree in

e e o g
e S asaaeoo

tan probably be gained from the back cover,)
taphysical 1magery vas really particularly effective
(at this point there was a sound best descrived as
yforming & rain dance around his head, all the while
i Since he would never even contemplate it, 1t must
hes that characlerised the Belgariad, It suffers
vay as several books in the first series did, It is
reading the Belgariad first, 1 an looking forvard

he; next,,, BLAA. g
; Simon Acleish

|

ng realily with fantasl--tither explicitly as in
ior 1aplicitly, as 1n the unbelievably dislorted
he separates the tvo strands of his weiting

¢ opera informed by mainsirean literary

th style and structure, (1t may help you to

v

a fai

The plot 15 routine space opera; . a super-duper artifig

) ~. gown and crashes in an undereround bunker on a neutral/pro

Contthe ldivass (BENs with whoa
i vorking for the ldicans and gets sent after the Al,
Lo picked wp bz a eercenary group, gott involved ina d
“ apped off to tne local ringeorld (vhich is about to
« the Al and gets killed, ¢
i3 “#o doubt this novel has some features of interest
" Espedalr Street is betler,
von't say too much about it,
. % getiing depressed about it,
‘s ot
21 Shacwre) 15 etfective
probably veuldn't be inlerested), Vorth bormint
Reither of these books. is out'in paperback at (he
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Rucsell Mitller: Bare- Faced Aessiah
| have more than a passing interest 1n the Church of Scientology, | had a roon-mate when [ first vent to
university 1n 1377, «ho, over a perivd ot aonths, vas progrtssxvely brainvashed by the Scientologists and
persuaded o abandon his studies 2/3rds of the "I through his first year, | have glanced through Oranetics
and found 1t to be tepenetrable crap, but vas lettl curlous as to vhat has tletrl{ captivated many people over
the last tev decages, so i was interested when Miller's biography of the cull's founder vas published recently.

The author 1s an xnvesll?azlve journalist, vhich is some 1ndication of the writing style vhich, while not
exceptional, 1s certainly clear and tactual, Fare-Faced Messiah describes the true story of L Ron Hubbard's
life, which, though extraordinary 15 no patch on the web of lies Hubbard span, The book describes Hubbard's
early lite in some detatl=<1t conflicts on mnost counts with the official bioquphl‘produ:ed'by the
Scientologists, He attended unxver51t¥ but flunked out, Began writing pulp fiction, Ouring the var had an
unan;t:ngulshed tareer (not receiving 28 medals, as he later clained), After a few Iears drifting, LRH
published Dianetics=-=7he Nodern Scrence Uf Mental Health in 1950, and a few years later founded the Church of
sgxentoloql. I's not ?O|ng 10 g0 1nto the details of LRH's career--read the book, Hiller does a good job o
sifting out the truth from the fiction of Hubbard's life,

fly main reason for describing the book (this review appeared In Alatuns & Excutsions /49, a role-playing
Eanet apa --ed,) 1s that 1t 15 & good example of a nodern-dxz real cult--vith approxinately six sillion aeabers
RH vas earning some incredible anount of money by the time he died, The Scienlologists managed to infiltrate
funber of Government departments 1n order Lo protect themselves, and to get advance varning of legal action
against then, For this crime, Hubbard's wife and a fev others vere sent dovn for a few years, The Church of
Scientology advocates quick resgonses to atlacks, such as bl copious litigation, This vas one of the tactics
they employed against Niller, 1In addition, they xttengted o frane hin for aurder tvice, and threatened
iournalists working for 7he Sunday limes, who were publishing extracls,. ;

Incidentally, Hubbard clains to have visited Heaven tvice (43 trillion and 42 trillion years ago), and on th
second visit 1l was apparently looking a bit run-dovn and scruffyt,,,

I?e C?:rcs of 3“'“‘°§°2’1“ an evil pervasive cult, '?}‘hlgre s on‘:h; vc;k ;ngthp;es:ed; for exaaple,

eople attending drug rehabilitation programmes are spectfica argetied, Rea is book,

i ety e ;] gl Robert Saunder

Alison Lurie: Imaginary Frieands i
1'11 be quick about this, as /magrnary Friends (recently reissued as a hideously expensive paperback but
available tron the Central Libraty) 1sn't sf, and 1s perhags only of indirect associational interest, It's
Lurie's study of seall-town strangeness, focussed on a small rtll?xous cult group, the Truth Seekers, vho
believe they are in contact with etngs of pure energy fron the planet Varna, The narrator fs the junior of a
glll of so(xolo?xs(s who tntiltrate the group to stu z its behaviour (especially w.r.t, internal opposition anc
latant disproof of 1ts belief systen) but, despite their alteapts to remain objective and non-directive, are
unable to remain unconnitted and uninvolved, especially as the vebs of jealousy and autual (and self-)
denunciation wvithin the cull betone more agparent. The book is interesting, the clinax is well done and the
lzan-up-o(-loose-enas bit throws a disturbing and disortenting light on the main body of the novel, Although
the narrator struck me as being remarkably ggnorlnl of socrological methods for a supposed Ph.0., /magrnary
Friends 1s st1ll vorth reading: and 1f 1nzb y i reading Bare-Faced Messiah ot any of the other sf-cult books
dround, il seems to me that this would make a very interesting comparison, o Tl
n (o] 50

Gene Volfe: The Devil in a Forest

This 1s one of Volfe's less acclained vorks; written in 1976, around the time of Feace, it‘s an early and not
particularly sophisticated novel of 200 pages, set in a mediaval English villa?e. There is a spate of aurders
vhich the villagers connect with the deptedations of a local highwayman: they form themselves into a militia
against hin, and become nixed ug in the activities of the regular aray (vho are seen as brutal intruders,
definitely fo be feared rather than velcomed) and the more sinister behaviour of the charcoal burners, a self-
contained ton-unitl living apart from the villlage, who still cling to lan] pre-Christian habits,

The plot and setting are not partitularl‘ tenarkable, being very amuch along the lines travelled b
‘children's® authors such as Treece, Paton Valsh, Aiken and so on, WVolfe uses a child as protagonist--Nark, tt
veaver's apprentice--a device favoured by these writers, Hovever, Volfe being Volfe HNark's gerspe(tive 15 Nno
quite that of more mainstiream child heroes~-he gre;ents a credible rather than plastic character, vhose though
and behaviour are a good deal more interesting than those of (say) Eddings' 6arion,

Although Oevi/ can be read just as a juvenile historic fantasy, it contains rather more significance than
that label suggests, The itrv?qle between Good and Evil is enriched by the deeply equivocal positions of most
of the characiers, and poverful symbols brini to life the secondary 5trugql¢ betveen the forces of the New
(represented by Christianit , vhich at this time has not yet fully won the village's loyalty) and the 0ld
(exenplified by the tharcoal burners’ curious rites)

To conclude, while Devi/ is by no means one of Volfe's great vorks, it's not vithout value and certainly
repals attention, Also, it's a very good read, thanks to his stylistic genius and a slightly different
treatnent of an old theme,

No Holka

v

Neil Gaiman (writer), Dave NcKean (artist): Violent Cases
This graphic novel (for those vho don't knov, a graphic novel is a self-contained comic whose producers want i
fo be tafen seriously by revievers in the Nev Statesman) is the work of two virtual unknowns in the conics
field, Neil 6aiman 15 a (mnoderately) established s{ writer, the script for Vio/ent Cases having started life :
a story produced for the Milford SF Vriters' Workshop, vhile Dave McKean is a nev (British) artist, obviously
heavily influenced by Bill Sienkevicz (1 wonder if 1 spelt it this way last tine?) (Don‘t ast me, [ only edit
the thing,,, --ed,J, The book ilself is about a young child's viev of his life and his meetings with 4
Capone‘s osteopath, through whose influence the bo('s laarl{ nornal childhood in 60s Britain and the lifestyle
of gangsters in 20s Chicagojare; gradually brought together in some mystical sense, The artwork is both
excellent and a roprnt%pasagtpi;!tory, a nusber of effects being evoked purely visually nd vhile it is
sinilar to Sienkevicz's vork, it'is by no means identical, All in all, this is an eerie, Unusual and
lnterestini conit, Recommended even if you don't nornallz toush the lﬁ!n?s-~llthough tonsxdcr:ngulhe price
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